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SUBJECT: CHOU EN-LAI'S SICKBED ATTENTION TO FOREIGN POLICY 

1 . SRI LANKA DCM TELLS US THAT ABOUT THREE WEEKS AGO MFA 
DEPUTY DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR CHANG HAN-CHIH (WIFE OF FOREIGN 
MINISTER CHIAO KUAN-HUA) SAID TO HIM THAT CHOU EN-LAI, UP 
UNTIL THREE OR FOUR WEEKS BEFORE HIS DEATH, CONTINUED TO OVERSEE 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS. UNTIL THEN, MFA PAPERS WERE TAKEN TO HIM 
REGULARLY AT THE HOSPITAL, AND HE WAS STILL MAKING SOME 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS DECISIONS. CHOU, CHANG ASSERTED, ALWAYS 
FAITHFULLY CARRIED OUT CHAIRMAN MAO'S FOREIGN POLICY. THE 
CASE OF TENG HSIAO-PING WAS A WHOLLY DIFFERENT MATTER. (SEPTEL 
WILL COVER HER REMARKS ON TENG.) 

COMMENT: THERE ARE CURRENTLY RUMORS IN PEKING'S 
DIPLOMATIC COMMUNITY THAT CHIAO KUAN-HUA IS BEING CRITICIZED 
FOR HAVING MADE CERTAIN MISTAKES IN FOREIGN POLICY DURING THE 
PAST YEAR. THE REPORTED STATEMENT BY CHIAO’S WIFE THAT CHOU 
WAS STILL RUNNING FOREIGN POLICY THREE TO FOUR WEEKS BEFORE HIS 
DEATH LOOKS TO US LIKE AN EFFORT ALSO TO CLEAR CHIAO OF ANY 
WRONG DOING, AT LEAST THROUGH THE PERIOD OF THE FORD VISIT 
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(DECEMBER 1-5; CHOU DIED JANUARY 8). 
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